ICPD at 15 in North East: Issues of VAW and Women's Health
Brief report:
A two day meeting was held on "ICPD at 15 in North East: Issues of VAW and Women's Health” on November 27th and 28 2009 at Siloam Retreat Centre in Meghalaya. The meeting was jointly organized by ICPD +15 Secretariat, Jagori and North East Network The meeting was attended by several delegates working as activists and academics from the seven states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura as well as five resource persons from Delhi and Assam. The discussions revolved primarily around the themes of violence against women and women’s health. 
Over the two days of the meeting, the resource persons made presentations on the history and relevance of the ICPD, its impact on the Northeast region, the budgetary implications of women’s health in the Northeast, sexual and reproductive health rights in conflict zones as well as the way the conflict has affected women and their health in Kashmir. These talks were followed by lively exchanges where the participants deliberated upon these issues in relation to their own work in the Northeast. More intensified discussions took place in smaller groups, on the topics of environmental and development induced displacement, armed conflict and sexual and reproductive health, which were subsequently presented to the house for broader analysis. The meeting culminated with a charting out of the road ahead – strategies that could be deployed in the future, which take into account the gaps and gains of the ICPD programme of action – from the specific vantage point of the situation in the Northeast. 
One of the pressing concerns raised was the whipping up of difference and conflict between various ethnic/tribal identities, which has several detrimental effects on people in the Northeast. The need was also felt to negotiate with communities, traditional institutions and religious organizations in order to modify those customary laws that are tilted against women in order to achieve the goal of gender justice. The problem of corruption, ignorance and apathy on the part of state governments in the Northeast was discussed and participants stressed the need to improve educational and advocacy efforts as well as to work toward revitalizing pre-existing state mechanisms like the Scheduled Tribes Commission, Women’s Commission and Human Rights Commissions. Another important theme that was deliberated upon was the various impacts of armed conflict on women, and participants stressed the need for the Centre to officially recognize the Northeast as a zone of conflict in order to begin to better address the requirements of women from this region. The participants further emphasized the significance of sustained lobbying for the government to immediately set up the National Task Force on VAW in Zones of Conflict under the National Commission for Women, which it has committed to in the Planning Commission’s 11th Five-Year Plan document. These and other action points discussed will aid in future advocacy processes both at the national and state level and work toward connecting local efforts by individuals and agencies with the larger scope and vision of the ICPD.  
